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How Truro created Christmas musical 
history 

The Nine Lessons and Carols service is held in churches 
all across the world today. Less well known are its 
origins in a wooden cathedral, and how it was meant 
to keep locals from too much of the wrong kind of 
Christmas spirit 

On 20 May 1880, the Prince of Wales and Duke of 
Cornwall laid the foundation stones of Truro Cathedral 
amid great pomp and circumstance. Part of our history 
we trumpet less often is that there was a good deal of 
local opposition to the new building. Not only did some 
residents lose their homes to make way for the 
cathedral but, later that year Truro's beloved 16th-
century parish church was also demolished, save for 
one aisle which was incorporated into John 
Loughborough Pearson's new cathedral whose three 
spires now soar heavenward from the heart of the city. 

It is in that bittersweet context that, for Christmas Eve 
that year, Edward White Benson, the first Bishop of 
Truro, devised a new service: the Nine Lessons with 
Carols. His intention was at least partly to keep his 
flock from enjoying too much of the wrong kind of 
festive spirit in the local pubs.  

Taking nine biblical passages from the old and new 
testaments he interspersed them with various carols, 
hymns and three "anthems" (from Handel's Messiah – 
For unto us a child is born, There were shepherds 
abiding in the field and the Hallelujah chorus) to tell 
the Christmas story. The service began by setting out 
mankind's need for a Redeemer – the first "lesson" 
recounting Adam's "original sin" in eating an apple 
from the tree from which God has commanded him 
not to eat. The account of Jesus's birth is from St 
Luke's gospel. And the final readings focus on what its 
birth means for us. Benson also decided that the first 
reader should be a humble chorister, each subsequent 
one progressing through the cathedral hierarchy up to 
the bishop, a tradition that continues to this day. 
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DECEMBER SERVICES 

Sunday 7th December 

•  9:30am Phillack Holy Communion 

•  9:30am St Elwyn Eucharist 

•  9:30am St Erth Holy Communion 

•  11am Gwithian Holy Communion 

•  11am Gwinear Holy Communion 

•  4pm Phillack Bereavement Service 

Sunday 14th December 

•  9:30am St Elwyn Eucharist 

•  10am St Erth Christingle 

•  11am Gwithian Christingle 

•  4pm Gwinear Carols and readings 

•  4pm Phillack Christingle 

Sunday 21st December 

•  9.30am Phillack Nine Lessons and Carols 

•  11am Gwithian Nine Lessons and Carols 

•  4pm St Elwyn's Nine Lessons and Carols 

•  6pm Gwinear Carol Service 

•  6pm St Erth Nine Lessons and Carols 

Christmas Eve 24th December 

•  4pm St Elwyn's - Nativity 

•  9pm Phillack Candlelight Holy Communion 

•  9pm Gwinear Candlelight Holy Communion 

•  11.30pm St Erth Midnight Communion 

•  11.30pm St Elwyn's Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 25th December 

•  9.30am St Erth Holy Communion 

•  10.30am Gwinear Holy Communion 

•  11am Gwithian Holy Communion 

Sunday 28th December 

• 11am Phillack—Team Service 

COPPERHOUSE 

COMMUNITY CAFÉ  

Phillack Church Memorial 

Hall. Copperhouse, Hayle 

11.30-2.30pm. All 

welcome - every Thursday 

we serve a variety of soups 

& sandwiches. Hot and 

cold drinks and cakes are also available 

GWITHIAN CRAFTY WARM SPACE  

Runs each Friday from 1pm until 3pm with soup and 

light refreshments. Bring your own craft to work on, 

or participate in one of our small workshops. Just 

turn up on the day and enjoy the friendly welcome!  

GWINEAR BELL RINGING 

Practice evenings 1st Tuesday of every month. 7.30 

to 9pm. Come and take a look! Contact Kevin Green 

kevingreen100@yahoo.com 

MEET & PRAY 

We will meet again at usual 10am for 10.30-11am on 

Monday 1st December 

MUSIC AT ST ELWYN’S CHURCH  

The next concert at St Elwyn's will be Local Vocalz on 

the 6th December starting at 7pm  

“COME INSIDE” - ADVENT EVENINGS AT THE 

RECTORY—This Advent we will spend three evenings 

of fellowship and reflection on the theme “The Joy of 

Waiting”.  Monday 1st, 8th and 15th December  

7-8.30pm 
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4.00pm on Sunday  7 December 

SunS aySuSunday 7 December 
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6 pm 

Sunday 

21 December 

Followed  
by  

Mulled Wine  
& Mince Pies  
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DARTMOUTH SUMMER COACH OUTING 
Pick-up points would include Penzance at 8am, 
Goldsithney, St Erth, and various locations in Hayle. 

Email franknolan21@gmail.com  
Mobile or WhatsApp: 07919 473555 if interested. 

✦ Provisional Details ✦ 

Saturday 27 June 2026 

• Coach only (return trip to Dartmouth): £27 

• Coach to Paignton + Steam Train + Ferry to  
 Dartmouth  

• Total for full package: £49  

• (Prices to be confirmed) 

New St Erth Stripe Card  machine 

Offline donations - Donations can be stored when there is no internet 
connection and processed when the connection is reestablished 
(Internet connection is needed to log onto the donation page).  More on 
how offline donations work. 

Reoccurring monthly contactless donations - easy sign up of donors to 
monthly reoccurring donations 

Give and Go - Set one default donation amount that donors tap to pay 
without selecting it on a screen first 

ST ERTH CHURCH GIVE A LITTLE  
Scan QR code to take you to the payment options of 

£5 

£10 

£20 

£30 

Or choose your own amount 

 
 If you are feeling generous please make a donation! 

mailto:franknolan21@gmail.com
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